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FATHERS SHAVE
for Ron Padgett

Father shaves. Details follow.

The blade rips the bristles
from his cheeks, his chin,
from beneath his thunderous
nose. It rips the carpet

and the curtains, rips
Sylvester the Cat

right off the TV screen.

We children cry.

The blade rips the welcome
mat off our porch, the
grass off our lawn,

the trees off our block,

oh weeping willows.

Father goes to the office.
His boss caresses

his smooth face. The
clients ooh and ahh.

The streets are bare

of cars. One planet
hurtles into another.
There are no prizes

in a bag of Cheezies,
but in Pink Elephant
Popcorn you get a
little sticker or maybe
a tiny soldier with a
parachute you can
drop out your secondfloor
window. Look!

He drifts down.

He drifts in the breeze.
The jays and sparrows
gaze on in wonder
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It's about time.

It's about time.

It's about two astronauts.
Starring _________ as
Blugga.

A brave crew? Strange place?
Prehistoric gals? Sue me.
Tell me where all past years
are.

It's about dinosaurs vs.
astronauts.

It's about their fate

Stuart Ross

You Exist. Details Follow.
Anvil Press

Vancouver, Canada
02012
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Cell
Curtain down. A man steps out and occupies centre stage.

MAN: Ladies and gentlemen, the show is about the begin. At this
point | must ask you to turn off your cellphones.

He's gone. After a proper pause, the curtain rises. A woman now
onstage. Her figure faint, the lights still dimmed.

WOMAN: It was my birthday, and | wanted to do something for
myself. So | left Tom with the babysitter and went to the theatre
with my husband, Dennis.

(She takes a cellphone from her pocket.)

A man came out before the show began and asked the audience to
turn off their cellphones. Of course, | turned mine off too. How was |
to know?

(She looks down at the phone. It doesn’t ring, but she holds it up
to her ear anyway. Then lowers it.)

She said she called me over and over. She didn’t know what play |
was going to or what theatre — she only knew the number of my
cell. When Tom stopped breathing, she panicked. She called my
three times before calling the hospital. The messages pilling in my
pocket. While the ambulance came to take his body away. But we
were having such a wonderful time. Dennis relaxed, and so sweet.
I remember thinking: This is the best night ever since we had the
baby.

(She raises and lowers the phone once more, checking for a dial
tone.)
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During the monologue, other actors dial the phone numbers of

every member of the audience. The actors leave frantic, desperate
messages, mimicking the voices of loved ones. Improvising
disasters. Begging for answer. Onestage, she stares at a dead phone.
When every voicemail box is full, the curtain falls.

Jonathan Ball
Clockfire

Coach House Books
Toronto, Canada
02010
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Alone
When you enter the theatre, you find yourself alone. You take your
seat, but the rest remain empty. The curtain does not rise. The play

will not begin unless you leave.

The Mirrored Stage

The lights dim. Then come up as the curtain rises to reveal an empty
stage, its back wall a giant mirror. The audience looks upon its own
reflection, enraged. What pompousness!

Betrayed, they file out. A joke has been played on them, an artless
joke. Some have looked forward to this play all week. They mutter
and complain. The play a failure, a ham-flsted attempt at profundity.
They will warn others and demand a refund.

Finally, the theatre is empty. Silence, then an eruption of
applause. Although the audience has left, their refiections remain.
These reflections rise, cheering — delighted, flnally free.

A New History

The stage set in the Earth’s primal history. That moment, unknown
to us now, when life clawed its way forth from strange, primordial
chaos.

Only here it does not. The play progresses until our present age,
lifeless, its players the shifting tides. Geology. Chemicals.
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The words
telling
the story

tell
a story
of words.

We like
to think
it's us
telling
the story,
thatit's

our story
being told.

Itisn't

Train passing
way back
down the track

passes
way ahead

before it
gets here
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how
that time
time takes
to pass
passes
taking
no time
now

river clouds

going
no
where

twice

John Phillips

What Shape Sound

Skysill Press

Nottingham, UK

02011
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Basement Song

Out of the deep
| dreamt the mother.

How deep the mother
deep the basement

the body, odor of laundry
the soul of a bug.

The grass inside
the song stains me.

The mother stains me.
That was the year

they cut my throat
and toads bloomed

02013 amn

on my voice box.
I have kept my head up.

Have kept myself
out of trouble

but deep is trouble
deep is mother.

Deep the song
Inside summer.

Did I tell you it hurt

accepting air in a new body? 85
96

And since the change

the air burns

Peter Gizzi

Threshold Songs
Wesleyan University Press
Middletown CT, USA
02011
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NATURE

one
or

non
one

one
on

no
one
on
one

One meets one
on the line
oneison

*

on and on toward and on

*

and and and and and this and

Mark Truscott
Nature
BookThug
Toronto, Canada
02010
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The Growing Edge

There is a spike

in the air

adistant thrum
you call singing
and how many nights
this giganto, torn
tuned, | wonder if
you hear me

I mean | talk

to myself through you
hectoring air
you're out there
tonight and so am |
for as long as

| remember

| talk to the air
what is it

to be tough

what ever

do you mean

how mistaken

can | be, how

did I miss it

as | do entirely

and admit very

well then

I know nothing

of the world

can see it now

can really see

there is a spike

a distant thrum

to the empty

o'clock autumn litter
it's ominous, gratuitous
the asphalt quality
these feelings

it's Sunday in deep space
and in the breeze
scatters, felt presences
behind the hole

in the day, sparks
ominous spike

I've not been here
before, my voice is
looking for a door

this offing light
reaching into maw
what does it mean

to enter that room
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the last time

| remembered it
an un gathering
every piece of
open sky into

buckling inside

a deep sea whine
flash lightning
weather of pale
blinding life

the deep chill
inventing, and

is it comfort

the cold returning
now clear and
crystalline cold

| standing

feet on the ground
not under it

| frozen and

I can feel it

to meet incumbent
death we carry
within us a body
frozen ground
what does it mean
to be tough

or to write a poem
I mean the whole
vortex of home
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THE PROMISE OF ITS OWN PARADOXICAL
AMBITION BY COAXING EXCESS TOWARDS
PRESENCE.

--> 6. THE PRESENT IS A SYMPTOM
OF THE TWIN BIRTH OF IMMEDIACY AND
OBSOLESCENCE. THE NEW TECHNOLOGY
ENABLES THE SIMULTANEOUS EXPERIENCE
AND ENACTMENT OF EVENTS FROM
A MULTIPLICITY OF POSITIONS. FAR
FROM SIGNALLING ITS DEMISE, THESE
EMERGENT NETWORKS FACILITATE
THE DEMOCRATISATION OF HISTORY,
ILLUMINATING THE FORKING PATHS ALONG
WHICH ITS GRAND NARRATIVES MAY
NAVIGATE THE HERE AND NOW.

--> 7. JUST AS SCIENCE STRIVES
FOR POETIC ELEGANCE, ARTISTS
MIGHT ASSUME A QUEST FOR TRUTH.
ALL INFORMATION IS GROUNDS FOR
KNOWLEDGE, WHETHER EMPIRICAL OR
APHORISTIC, NO MATTER ITS TRUTH-
VALUE. WE SHOULD EMBRACE THE
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SCIENTIFIC-POETIC SYNTHESIS AND
INFORMED NAIVETY OF A MAGICAL
REALISM. ERROR BREEDS SENSE.

--» 8. WE PROPOSE A PRAGMATIC
ROMANTICISM UNHINDERED BY |
IDEOLOGICAL ANCHORAGE. THUS,
METAMODERNISM SHALL BE DEFINED
AS THE MERCURIAL CONDITION THAT
LIES BETWEEN, BEYOND AND IN PURSUIT
OF A PLURALITY OF DISPARATE AND
FRAGMENTARY HORIZONS. WE MUST GO
FORTH AND OSCILLATE!

Luke Turner
www.metamodernism.com
London, England

02011
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METAMODERNIST 7/ MANIFESTO
- 1. WE RECOGNISE OSCILLATION TO
BE THE NATURAL ORDER OF THE WORLD,

--> 2. WE MUST LIBERATE OURSELVES
FROM THE INERTIA RESULTING FROM A
CENTURY OF MODERNIST IDEOLOGICAL
NAIVETY AND THE CYNICAL INSINCERITY OF
ITS ANTONYMOUS BASTARD CHILD.

--> 3. MOVEMENT SHALL
HENCEFORTH BE ENABLED BY WAY OF
AN OSCILLATION BETWEEN POSITIONS,
WITH DIAMETRICALLY OPPOSED IDEAS
OPERATING LIKE THE PULSATING
POLARITIES OF A COLOSSAL ELECTRIC
MACHINE, PROPELLING THE WORLD INTO
ACTION.
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--> 4. \WE ACKNOWLEDGE THE
LIMITATIONS INHERENT TO ALL MOVEMENT
AND EXPERIENCE, AND THE FUTILITY
OF ANY ATTEMPT TO TRANSCEND THE
BOUNDARIES SET FORTH THEREIN. THE
ESSENTIAL INCOMPLETENESS OF ASYSTEM
SHOULD NECESSITATE AN ADHERENCE,
NOT IN ORDER TO ACHIEVE A GIVEN END
OR BE SLAVES TO ITS COURSE, BUT RATHER
PERCHANCE TO GLIMPSE BY PROXY
SOME HIDDEN EXTERIORITY. EXISTENCE IS
ENRICHED IF WE SET ABOUT OUR TASK AS
IF THOSE LIMITS MIGHT BE EXCEEDED, FOR
SUCH ACTION UNFOLDS THE WORLD.

--> 5. ALL THINGS ARE CAUGHT UP
WITHIN THE IRREVOCABLE SLIDE TOWARDS
A STATE OF MAXIMUM ENTROPIC
DISSEMBLANCE. ARTISTIC CREATION IS
CONTINGENT UPON THE ORIGINATION OR
REVELATION OF DIFFERENCE THEREIN.,
AFFECT AT ITS ZENITH IS THE UNMEDIATED
EXPERIENCE OF DIFFERENCE IN [TSELF.

IT MUST BE ART'S ROLE TO EXPLORE
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